Ll g ; : -
7 PRI T--lurber Two, October %95“ B
_Montgomery Street, Drooiiyn 182 lied “wti’

GAPS Tailing, cublished every six montas.

R » e ’O
Published by Bob Silverbers, 10
o and intendec fow the 17th

‘\R}Jf , ; o
* ! ere we are again, filling activity credils for anothe?
| tro-mailing periol.. The Listory of iLstounding wiich :
rfoliots on the nexi 5 pages has a history 2ll 1ts otm-= . o
it wap whititen in September 1950, and solé to SIACL: @
=5 HAGAL I, the.ill-Tated somipro. ‘When Sli-folded, I- ..
— sens the article o Alaan Crant, waio stencilled it feor

LI

“wf

|

N
Vel

[

i

: DO i Re—and, Waen wsnfoléedy ‘e sent menthesatencildi,
Desides running then here, X!1lL use bhem in a forto~ '

com;pg iscue of SVACISIIY,y wy sudzZince

l .
\ i In the thirteen months sI
.R\ ‘ I've nearly completed ny
L Ao 15 issues from the first
L/ " mueh info on the mag nov
these addenda:

ce thHe article vas writ ten,
ile of L5 (I lacis only about
to date) and Itve picled up
included in the article, lence

G By '

"

. 1) All artworli in the first few issues was done by J. Fleming Gould,
Vesso did the covers until 1933, vhen loward Brovmm tool: over, Brown's
last cover appeared llovember 1938. '

2) Under the Clayton publishers, the magozine appeared as a hi-monthly
for these issues: BSept llov 1032, Jan llar 1933, lo July 1932 is sue
appearcc, : :
3) The wordage as given at the bottom of page 3 shomid readé “85,000"
L) The first Campbell issue was January 1930, not llarch 1938 as erron-
eously given . :
5) Iubert Rogers! first cover apneareced in Pebruary, 1939
) The logotypo was changed in December 1936 and slightly revised in
Cectober 1939, ; /
7) ‘he material on poge O is, of course, obsolete and dated. DBear in
nindg that the stencils were cut more than a year ago,
8) Chgnges in the bvaclistri p of the magazinc vvere made with each of
, these issues: Cet 33, Dec 3, Oct 306, Iarch 30, Dec 38, Oct 39, Jan h2
Lr lay L3, Novw 1.3, and Ifev !i7, ; : o
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A HISTORY OF ASTOUNDING SCIENCE FICTION ole o A

~

- by Bob Silverberg ,

Part 1: The Clayton Era

In the late months of 1929, an undestinguished-looking pulp magazine
appeared on the country's newsstands, another in the long chain of
Clayton pulps. The title spread across its garish cover, " ASTOUND-—
XING STORIES OF SUPER SCIENCE " indicated its difference from the rest
of the science-fiction field from the start,

When that January 1930 issue appeared, therc were 15104 3 other science-
fiction magazines in existence: Hugo Gernsback's ponderous SCIENCE
WONDER STORIES and semi-sf AIR WONDER STORIES, both huge 9x12 mags,and
the slightly smaller AMAZING STORIES, These magazines had trimmed ed-
ges and were 96 pages in length.,

ASTOUNDING STORIES OF SUPER SCIENCE had 1l pages approximately 7x10,
with untrimmed edges. Virtually all artwork was done by an artist
named Wesso, who rose to fame along with the magazine,

And who were the authors who helped to found this Clayton pulp? There
were seven stories in the first issue. Of those scmen authors, only
one is still aetive., Another, famed as the most prolific of ~ fantasy
authars has virtually retired. Two others reached their greatest fame
during the 1930's and have been forgotted by the newer fandom  though
fondly remembered by old-timers. Three more have fallen by the vayside

of popularity.

The fiction lineup for Vol.l #1 of ASTOUNDING STORIES OF SUPER SCIENCE:

The Beetle Horde by Victor Rousseau
The Cave of Horror by Capt. S.P. lMeek
Phantoms of Reality by Ray Cummings
The Stolen Mind by M.L., Staley
Gompensation by G.V, Tench

Tanks by Murray Lainster

Invisable Death by Anthony Pelcher

The first editor of the magazine which was to outshine its competitors
for more than a dozen years was Harry Bates; his co~-editor wasIesmond

Hall a

Not long after the magazine started, the "Super Science” disappeared
from ita title, leaving plain "Astounsing Stories'--the title that

was to be used until 1938.

Astounding continued in its same format for several years; a few
months after its berth, Hugo Hernsback merged his two magazines a n d
changed the format to imitate that of Astounding's; AIAZING remained In
large size. The sole artist of Astounding rcmained W. H, VWesso.

In September 1931 the companion to Astounding,_STRANGE TALES, was in-
troduced. ST was a magazine dedicated to the Jleird and Grotesque; 1s

3 struggled along for seven rocky issues and then finally died in Janu-

'aI‘y 19 3 3 . -
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ASTOUNDING OTORIES, 1ike all, experienced troubles during the de-
proession, After 30 consecutive monthly issues, it was forced to
become bi-monthly with tho Sept. 1932 issuc. It lasted as a bi-
monthly for seven rocky issues and stoppod publication with t h ¢
March 1933 issuc.

Part Two: Strce%® and Smith

Six months later, the old publishing firm of Street and Smith
bought the copyright and began issuing "Astounding Stories"again,
beginning with October 1933, And since that issue, S&S has not
missed a month of ASTOUNDING,

Howard W, Erowre replaced Wesso as the cover artist of ASTOUNDING

in a short while, and Browne was to comtinue work right up until

Vorld Var 1I. T¢ Orlin Tremaine was made the new editor, and he

gingdpromptly to work, obtaining stories by the leaders in t h e
€10,

Edward E, Smith, about the most popular author of Amazing Storie
was persuaded to continue his "Skylark" series in ASTOUNDING after
2 novels of it had seen print in Amazing. With the August 1934
issue, "Skylark of Valeron" started in Astounding.

In the same issue as''Skylark of Valeron", August 193lL, are to be
Tound instalIlments of two other classics--"The Legion of Space ",
by Jack Williamson, and "Lol!" by Charles Fort. Trcmaine pionecrd
in a new type of fiction, most of which is still knowm as "Clase
gic" despite the 15 years since its publication.

In the meanwhile, a combination of the depression and the steady
competition from Astounding forced the two rivals, "flonder Stor-
ies" and "Amazing Stories" lower and lower. In October 1933, A-
mazing Storios was forced to cut its size from 8%x11 to 7x10 and
abandon its trimmed edges; /ONDER did the same the .. [£32owig
month, Unable to maintain its circulation, Amazing became a bi-
monthly in August 1935 and struggled along that way until Fetrua-
ry 1938, when the bankrupt Teck Company sold out to Ziff-Davis. -
Wonder Stories became bi-monthly in October 1935 and folded in A-
pril 1936, Later it was resumed as Thrilling .onder Stories.

ASTOUNDING, meanwhile, made vasb steps forward, @ Such authors as
Campbell and Williamson did their greatest work for it. Tremainek
Astounding was the first magazine which had both highly scientif-
ic and easily readable storiess

A major improvement occured in February 1936 when Astoupding sud-
denly appeared with trimmed edges; the format now was 100 pages
9ixb%, trimaed edges, approximately 45,000 words. Covers were by
Brovne or occasionally Wesso; interiors by Brovme, Vlesso and El-
fiot Dold. The -original cover logo was still being used: "Astound
ing" expanding from left to right, with "Stories" in smaller let-
ters underneath ite. The backbone colors were usually yellow and
black; the price was still at the original 20 zcnts.
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1936 was the year in which Tremaine took a great gamble by "including
two stories by a strange Rhode Island recluse. These stories, one a
novel, one a three-part serial, were strictly off-trail and far from
the science policy of Astounding. Whether they would be kindly rec-
eived by the science-loving fans of the magazine was doubtful until
after publication,

The twg stories were accl.imed as among the greatest in weird fiction,
Their names: "The Shadow Out of Time" and "At the llountains of Mad=-
ness" by one H, P, Lovecraft }

In 1937, tho, a declinc came and Astounding fell into a rut, -Thero
were, howcver, several stories of classic stature, but a magazine of
the Tremaine Astounding's calibre was definitely in a rut when it mo-
ducod only ono or two classics a yecar., The most noteworthy story of
1937 was @ALACTIC PATROL, by E, E, Smith, the first in the Lensman
goerios, By the end of 1937, it was obvious that something had to be

done.,
PART THREE: The Campbell Era, 1938~

It was, therefore, littlec surprise when F. Orlin Trcmaino, the ed—
itor who was responsiblo fpr Astounding's greatncss by sccuring such
stories as "Ho From Procyon", "Legion of Spacc", "Shadow Oit of Timd)
"Colossus", "Skylark of Valeron" and"Twilight" was discharged from
his dutles as cditor and reoplaced by John W, Campbell, Jr.

Campbell had become a scicnce-fiction weitor in 1930, after his grade
uation from Duke University, and has rison to bocome one of tho most
popular writers of the fantasy cra, along with 8mith and a fow othors
Under the name of Don A, Stuart, he wroto his grecatest fiction.Ho had
. 8lso done a serics of articles for Astounding throughout 1936 and 19-

37. g

March 1638, the first Campboll issue, saw tho mame changed to  "Ast-
ounding Scicnce Fiction". The logo remained tho same, oxcopt for the
change in wording. Howard Browne had the job of solec cover - i artlst
thon, Interior work was done by Dold, Browno, Vlosso, Jack Binder,and
the voteran Marchioni. Campbell began to dcvelop a new group of au-
thors., Significantly necw faces during 1938 include L. Ron Hubbard,L.
Sprague de Camp, Willy Loy, Clifford Simek and Ross Rocklynnc. Tho
the format romaincd tho seame, tho stylc bogan to chango subtly.Browno
still handled all tho covers, but Campboll was promising in 11938' 8
Octobor issuc a "mow typo artist, with a background on which to bulld
the machines of tomorrow", In 1939 Campbell unveiled Hubert Rogcrs as~
a scicnco-fiction cover artist, Rogors did practically overy Astound
ing cover from 1939 up to his cntrancc in the army in 1942; mpon his
roturn in 1947 ho did almpst all of the front cover work up to the and

‘of 1949,

The outstanding story of Campbollt's first yoar was a story by Campbell
himsolf, "Who Gocs There", a novel still fondly romombored and soon
to bo filmed, '
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An innovation of Campbell's was the Analytical Laboratory, a statiste-
ical survey of the reader!s story preferences. After much oxperimat-
ing, the . Lab hit its prosent form in 194,

}939 saw the development not only of Rogers, but of a young Californ-
ian named Helnlein and a young Canadian-Californian named Van  Vogt,
Heinlein wrote almost all of his stories based on one common future k
history; this group includes six novels published between 1939 and
1942, and one in 1949, all of which are to sco print or have alreadyx
been issued in book form, Van Vogt first hit his stride with a nove-
lot called "Black Destroyer", sequelled it with "Discord in Scarlet",
- (July, Dec. 1939) and then behan a serics of powerful novels ("Weapon
Shops", "Weapon Makers", "Slan'", "Vorld of Null=A") which has  only
lately shown signs of diéminishing,

In 1939, also, the second conpanion to 4stounding was born: a magas=
zine of fantasy entitled "Unknown". The first issue was datod March,
1939, Monthly, Unknown featured book-length fantasies,

1940 was a year of great serials, E.E, Smith's "Grey Lensman" was
completed in January., February and March saw a mighty story by Hein-
loin, "If This Goes On~-", followecd by "Final Blackout", L, Ron Hu-
bbard, in thec April-lay-Junc issues. Following that was "Crisis in
Utopia" in July and August, and van Vogtl!s "Slan' in Septs Octe Nov,
and Doc, issues. Five consecutive serials, all but onc now 1ln book
form, and four adjudged by nearly all as classics! Short storics wem

above par also,.

The logotype was changed in 1939, putting the HAstounding” in simple
block letters 1% inches high, and the "Science-Fiction in smaller le-
tters, both superimposed on the nainting, and, along the bottom of
the cover, the lead story's title was printed on a colored strip.

In May.1940° %1t was once.mobre’changody tho tie logo remained the same,
The lead story's title was printed in a colored box 1"x3", half on ¥#%
the logo and half on the painting, along with the date. This cover
arrangement was used until December 1941,

1941 continued a group of great stories, but there were no changes in
format or staff. "Unknown" became a bi-monthly in February 1941, and
continued as one until its death in October 1943, With the October

191 issue, the name was changed to Unknown Worlds and the size  was

changed to 8%x11,

In Janusyy 1948, the first size change to come to Astounding since
the trimmed eodges in 1936 had lopped off half an inch arrived. The
size was changed to 83x11 and the wordage increased to nearly 110,000
words; the pagos were cut to 130 in number. The cover painting was
put in a frame between the logo and the story titles,.

Astounding went along for 16 of thoe monstrous issues, until the paper
shoetage cracked down in Agril 1943. The May 1943 issuc was in the
same size as that from 1936 throueh 1941, Only the backbone and logo

design wero different,
Novemboer 1943 issuo was still another shock %o Astoundingts faithful:

—the sizo had boen rcduced to approximately 7%x5%4 This was ~thoe
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smallest size the maga;ine had been in, and it
until January 1947, J it retained that format =

PART FOUR: THE DECLINE, 19L3-1950

As tho magazine had shrunk, the pates had increased, from 130 to 16
to finally 178 in tho smallest size,(including 16 pages of gotogr;vg
ure). Virtually the entire art staff drifted away to the army = in
1943-&4. William Tirmins replacod Hubert Rogers as the cover artist
and paintéd all but one cover from 194l up to January 1947. Roger s
roturned in March of that year,

Tho outstanding storics of the dreary war years wore Sturgeon's XKIX

"Kill-Dozor" (Nov. 194ly) and van Vogt's "Jorld of Null-A"g(Aug.,Sap.,

Oct., 1945)s Slowly the old writers rcturned and Campbell tried un-
- successfully to return Astornding to its former leaderships

With the February 1947 issue, the old bulk-pulp paper was discarde d

‘ and Astounding became a semi-slicks The logotype had been changed in
November 1946 to recad"astounding SCIENCE FICTION" instead of "ASTOU-
. . NDING science fiction". March 1947 saw the end of the . Protogravure

section and the reductio of tho magazine to 162 pages.

Since 1947, Caompbell has tried to 1lift 8stounding oncec more from a
rut, He has developed many ncew aubhors; such pcople as Frank Robin-
son, Hohn D, ilacDonald, Pour Andcrson, Wilmar Shiras and Rogor Flint
Young have tried to assist the old guard. New artists wore found 3§
Brush, Ward and Quackenbush é5n the interior, Cheslecy Bonestell am tho
outside, Other promising cover artists wero Alecjandro, Zboyan  and
Santry. MNow it is cvident that Walt Miller, the latest artist on the
staff, im being groomed to take over Rogers! place, Yet all of thes
have bcen unable to rcvive the pre-war Astounding greatness,

Thore have been omcasional flashes of spirit-- Miller's artwor. and
' i gtories liko "Needle", "To Tho Stars" or "ind Now You Don't"..but
e..0n tho whole, iAstounding is obviously slipping.

| The first open blast came when Redd Boggs, in the July 1950 Scienco-
*  Piction Newsloetter, said, in cffoct, that Campbell's past with  ds-
' tounding was glorious and his futurc was dim--Astounding nceds o now

!  oditor to revive it!

Should the "Dianctics" ballyhoo be nroven wortilecss, Campbell .will
be departing quickly. Jafter resorting to such schomes as the Thio—
!  timoline Hoax, the Prodicted Issue (Nov. 1949) and the scnsational %
‘  introduction of Dianctics, Campbcll 1is at the cnd of his string.

"A change" is promiscd shortly for .istounding, according to page 77
of thc iugust 1950 issuo, Vhat that change will be has not yct becen
rovealcd. Despito a certain samencss im content, aSF has shown ana
wakoning in recont issues, Lct'!s hope shat tho ono-time leador of
tho fiold of scicnce-fiction will oncc morc be able to present a
steady strcam of sf classicsli

SHE

Woodlocs to say, tho opinions oxpressced in the Icreaolng article are
not nocossarily thosc of tho oditor or publisher. (An appendix of

____odd_facts concorning aSF moy bo found elsewhorc in this issuc,) =Ede
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